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Madam Speaker, it brings me great pleas-

ure to recognize the opening of this important 
consular office and to call attention yet again 
to the invaluable relationship between the 
United States and the Republic of Latvia. 

f 

MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE 
RESERVATION REAFFIRMATION 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following Congressional Budget 
Office communication regarding H.R. 312. 

U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 

Washington, DC, May 16, 2019. 
Hon. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 

House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional 

Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost 
estimate for H.R. 312, the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe Reservation Reaffirma-
tion Act. 

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them. 
The CBO staff contact is Jon Sperl. 

Sincerely, 
MARK P. HADLEY, 

(For Keith Hall, Director). 
Enclosure. 

H.R. 312, MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE RES-
ERVATION REAFFIRMATION ACT—MAY 15, 
2019 

[By fiscal year, millions of dollars] 

2019 2019– 
2024 

2019– 
2029 

Direct Spending (Outlays) .................... 0 0 0 
Revenues .............................................. 0 0 0 
Deficit Effect ........................................ 0 0 0 
Spending Subject to Appropriation 

(Outlays) .......................................... 0 * n.e. 

Pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 
Increases on-budget deficits in any of the 

four consecutive 10-year periods beginning in 
2030? No 

Mandate Effects 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold 
Contains private-sector mandate? Yes, 

Under Threshold 
n.e. = not estimated; * = between zero and 

$500,000. 
H.R. 312 would ratify and reaffirm the sta-

tus of land taken into trust in 2015 by the 
Department of the Interior (DOI) for the ben-
efit of the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe in 
Massachusetts. The act also would prohibit 
any lawsuits, including pending lawsuits, re-
lated to that land. 

DOI is currently holding the land in trust 
pending ongoing legal review of the acquisi-
tion. Using information from DOI, CBO esti-
mates that implementing the act would have 
no significant effect on the costs of man-
aging the land. 

By prohibiting pending and future law-
suits, H.R. 312 would end rights of action re-
lated to the land held in trust for the Mash-
pee Wampanoag Tribe of Massachusetts that 
are available to public and private entities 
under current law. That prohibition imposes 
both an intergovernmental and private-sec-

tor mandate as defined in the Unfunded Man-
dates Reform Act (UMRA). The cost of the 
mandates would be the forgone value of com-
pensation and settlements associated with 
such legal actions if they would have been 
successful under current law. The Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, the City of Taun-
ton, and the Town of Mashpee have each en-
tered into agreements with the tribe related 
to the use of the land. In light of those 
agreements as well as the land’s reported 
value, CBO expects that under current law it 
is unlikely that any entity would bring an 
action resulting in compensation that would 
exceed the annual thresholds established in 
UMRA. In 2019 those thresholds totaled $82 
million for intergovernmental mandates and 
$164 million for private-sector mandates, ad-
justed annually for inflation. 

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate 
are Jon Sperl (for federal costs) and Rachel 
Austin (for mandates). The estimate was re-
viewed by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy As-
sistant Director for Budget Analysis. 
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REMEMBERING ELLEN VAN 
EDWARDS 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life of Ellen Odellas 
Van Edwards, a native Washingtonian and my 
former classmate at Dunbar High School. 

On May 11, 2019, Ellen Odellas Van 
Edwards passed away in the arms of her 
daughter L. Robin V. Smith, while listening to 
praise and worship music. Throughout Van 
Edward’s life, she brought joy to the District of 
Columbia community as a wife, mother and 
grandmother; a dedicated employee at the De-
partment of Commerce; and later as ‘‘Hajji the 
Magic Clown’’. 

Van Edwards was born in Washington, D.C. 
and attended Dunbar High School. We grad-
uated together in 1955, the year before the 
school was desegregated. After graduating 
from Dunbar, Van Edwards attended the At-
lantic Business College and earned her bach-
elor’s degree in Business. She went on to 
work at the Department of Commerce for 42 
years in the Office of the Secretary and the 
U.S. Patent office, where she was an adminis-
trative assistant and the first African American 
woman to work for the U.S. Board of Patent 
Appeals. She also worked in the International 
Affairs division. 

Van Edwards lost her husband in 1974 and 
raised her two daughters, L. Robin V. Smith 
and Adriene Jordan, alone. Bringing light to a 
time of sadness, she became ‘‘Hajji the Magic 
Clown.’’ She completed clown class at Mont-
gomery College and magic class at Catholic 
University. She shared her talent with children 
around Washington, D.C. and used her clown-
ing abilities to win Ms. Senior District of Co-
lumbia. 

On June 29, 2003, at the age of 66, Van 
Edwards was crowned the 21st Ms. Senior 
District of Columbia. She proudly represented 
D.C.’s other senior citizens for one year, en-
couraging them to live active lives. She was 
said to have won the crown by exemplifying 

‘‘the dignity, maturity and inner beauty of sen-
ior Americans.’’ 

I ask the House of Representatives to join 
me in remembering the life of Ellen Van 
Edwards. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND-
VIEW BULLDOGS STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the Grandview High 
School men’s varsity basketball team and their 
2019 state championship. This victory has 
earned the team the honor of being the Mis-
souri Class 4 State Champions for the second 
consecutive year. This remarkable achieve-
ment is a result of strong leadership and dedi-
cation from both players and coaches. 

This is a significant achievement for Coach 
Reggie Morris, who was recognized this spring 
for his outstanding coaching with the Paul 
Lambert Coach of the Year Award for the sec-
ond consecutive year. In 2018, Morris led his 
team to the school’s first ever State Cham-
pionship. Following that victory, many of the 
team’s best players graduated and went on to 
play at the collegiate level. A mere twelve 
months later, Morris was able to rebuild his 
squad and return to Springfield to claim an-
other State Championship. 

The new team was headlined by senior 
point guard DeAndre Sorrells who set the 
school record for 3-point baskets. With the 
leadership of Morris and Sorrells, the team 
cultivated an atmosphere of trust and hard 
work, establishing a tight-knit team chemistry 
both on and off the court. Their championship 
victory in Springfield as the penultimate re-
ward for such a remarkable team and a fitting 
end to a season that saw them win twenty 
straight games. 

The many accolades of Grandview’s basket-
ball team are a testament to the program that 
they have built. In addition to winning the 
State Championship, the Bulldogs were the 
only team from Missouri recognized on the 
Super 25 Regional Rankings list. Furthermore, 
Coach Reggie Morris was named the 2019 
Class 4 Coach of the Year, and DeAndre 
Sorrells was recognized as Hy-Vee’s 41 Five- 
Star Athlete of the Week. 

The Grandview community rallied around 
the Bulldogs during the season as they pro-
gressed game after game towards their in-
credible victory in the State Championship. 
Now, the players look forward to enjoying fruit-
ful careers in various athletic and academic 
fields after their graduation, and I encourage 
each of them to continue challenging them-
selves on and off the court as they move for-
ward in life. 

Madam Speaker, please join with Missouri’s 
Fifth Congressional District in celebrating the 
remarkable accomplishments of the Grand-
view Bulldogs. It is my pleasure to congratu-
late each of the players and coaches that 
helped this superb team claim their title, and 
I am exceedingly proud to represent such ex-
emplary student-athletes like those of the 
Grandview High School basketball team. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Mr. BRADY. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained to cast my vote. Had I 
been present, I would have voted against this 
legislation. I would have voted ‘‘nay’’ on rollcall 
No. 217. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ERIC SWALWELL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 20, 2019 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Madam 
Speaker, I missed votes Tuesday, May 14, 
through Friday, May 17. Had I been present, 
I would have voted as follows: Roll Call Vote 
Number 203 (Passage of H.R. 299, the Blue 
Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act): ‘‘yes’’; 
Roll Call Vote Number 204 (Passage of H.R. 
2379): ‘‘yes’’; Roll Call Vote Number 205 (Or-
dering the Previous Question): ‘‘yes’’; Roll Call 
Vote Number 206 (Passage of H. Res. 377): 
‘‘yes’’; Roll Call Vote Number 207 (Passage of 
H.R. 312, the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
Reservation Reaffirmation Act): ‘‘yes’’; Roll 
Call Vote Number 208 (Passage of H.R. 375): 
‘‘yes’’; Roll Call Vote Number 209 (Passage of 
H.R. 1892, the Quadrennial Homeland Secu-
rity Review Technical Corrections Act): ‘‘yes’’; 
Roll Call Vote Number 210 (Passage of H. 
AMDT. 221 to H.R. 987 offered by Rep. DAVID 
MCKINLEY): ‘‘no’’; Roll Call Vote Number 211 
(Passage of H. AMDT. 225 to H.R. 987 of-
fered by Rep. JOSH HARDER): ‘‘yes’’; Roll Call 
Vote Number 212 (Passage of H. AMDT. 240 
to H.R. 987 offered by Rep. JENNIFER 
WEXTON): ‘‘yes’’; Roll Call Vote Number 213 
(Adoption of Motion to Recommit to H.R. 987): 
‘‘no’’; Roll Call Vote Number 214 (Passage of 
H.R. 987, the Marketing and Outreach Res-
toration to Empower Health Education Act of 
2019 or MORE Health Education Act): ‘‘yes’’; 
Roll Call Vote Number 215 (Approval of the 
Journal): ‘‘yes’’; Roll Call Vote Number 216 
(Adoption of Motion to Recommit to H.R. 5): 
‘‘no’’; and Roll Call Vote Number 217 (H.R. 5, 
the Equality Act): ‘‘yes’’. 
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MASHPEE WAMPANOAG TRIBE 
RESERVATION REAFFIRMATION 
ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RAÚL M. GRIJALVA 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 15, 2019 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I include in the 
RECORD the following article from The Wash-
ington Post regarding consideration of H.R. 
312. 

[From the Washington Post, May 13, 2019] 
A RIDDLE IN NEW ENGLAND: A CASINO, 321 

ACRES OF INDIAN TRIBAL LAND AND A PRESI-
DENTIAL TWEET 

(By Marc Fisher) 
Between a boast about bringing jobs to 

Ohio and a statement of sympathy for vic-

tims of a school shooting in Colorado, Presi-
dent Trump last week found time to tweet 
about an obscure House bill that would as-
sure a Massachusetts Indian tribe control of 
321 acres of land it wants to use for a gam-
bling casino. 

The president was against the bill, he 
wrote, because it was ‘‘unfair and doesn’t 
treat Native Americans equally!’’ 

Presidents don’t usually get involved in 
local tiffs over a planned 900–room casino 
hotel. And even though this president has a 
four-decade-long record of slamming Amer-
ican Indian casinos as scams that pose unfair 
competition to other gambling enterprises, 
notably his own, Trump’s decision to weigh 
in on a measure that had strong bipartisan 
support seemed unusual for a chief executive 
who doesn’t like to be bothered with the lit-
tle stuff. 

But a closer look at House Bill 312 and the 
favor it would do for the Mashpee 
Wampanoag Tribe reveals a sprawling net-
work of Trump-related interests, from the 
National Enquirer to a Rhode Island casino 
company—a small but strikingly intricate 
example of the ways this president’s business 
dealings, personal bonds and political alli-
ances can complicate and color the ordinary 
doings of government. 

On the surface, the matter is a simple dis-
pute over who wants a casino and who 
doesn’t. The Mashpee Tribe seeks to build a 
casino in southeastern Massachusetts. If the 
federal government decreed the land to be 
the tribe’s sovereign property, the casino 
would be exempt from many taxes. 

But some residents of the town where the 
casino would be built sued over the project, 
and after the tribe broke ground, a federal 
judge sided with the residents, ruling that, 
because of the history of that parcel of land, 
the feds didn’t have the authority to guar-
antee it to the tribe. 

So far, no Trump connection. But the 
tribe’s site is about 18 miles from Rhode Is-
land, and that state’s politicians aren’t keen 
to have a new competitor go up against their 
two casinos, both of which are run by Twin 
River Worldwide Holdings, a public company 
with strong Trump ties. 

Twin River’s president, George Papanier, 
was a finance executive at the Trump Plaza 
casino hotel in Atlantic City earlier in his 
career, and Twin River’s chief marketing of-
ficer, Phil Juliano, also lists experience at a 
Trump casino on his résumé. 

For decades, Trump, whose Atlantic City 
casinos were his first big venture outside 
New York—they became some of his biggest 
failures when they suffered bankruptcies in 
the early 1990s—has spoken of casinos built 
by Indian tribes as fraudulent ventures: ‘‘the 
biggest scandal ever,’’ he said. 

In 1993, concerned about competition from 
the Foxwoods Resort Casino in Connecticut, 
Trump urged a House committee on native 
affairs to investigate whether members of 
the tribe that operates that resort were real-
ly Native Americans. 

‘‘They don’t look like Indians to me,’’ 
Trump said. In an earlier interview, he 
opined that ‘‘I might have more Indian blood 
than a lot of the so-called Indians that are 
trying to open up the reservations’’ to gam-
bling. 

In 2000, when New York state considered 
expanding Indian casinos in the Catskill 
Mountains north of New York City, Trump, 
working through his longtime ally Roger 
Stone, funded a group that paid for TV and 
print ads accusing prominent members of the 
Mohawk Indian tribe of having mob connec-
tions and criminal records. Trump and Stone 
failed to report their spending on the ads as 
lobbying, as the state required, and state 
regulators imposed their largest-ever civil 
penalty, $250,000, on Trump, who was forced 
to issue a public apology. 

But Trump has not always opposed Indian 
casinos. In 1997, he cut a deal with another 
Connecticut tribe, the Paucatuck Indians, 
who agreed to pay him a management fee in 
exchange for his efforts to win the tribe the 
federal recognition it needed to open a ca-
sino. 

In the Mashpee case, Twin River, the oper-
ator of the two Rhode Island casinos, has 
hired Matthew Schlapp, chairman of the 
American Conservative Union and a vocal 
Trump supporter, to lobby for it on the land 
issue. Schlapp’s wife, Mercedes, is director of 
strategic communications at the White 
House. 

Matthew Schlapp said last week that his 
wife played ‘‘no role in my advocacy’’ and 
that he lobbied against the casino because it 
was a ‘‘terrible idea.’’ 

The lobbyist apparently focused Trump’s 
attention on the casino bill by connecting it 
to Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D–Mass.), who is 
seeking her party’s presidential nomination 
and has been for years a favorite target of 
Trump’s because of her since-retracted claim 
to be Native American. But there is no Sen-
ate version of the House bill, which the 
House is scheduled to vote on this week, and 
Warren has made no statement on the casino 
project. 

Twin River has paid Schlapp’s company, 
Cove Strategies, $30,000 this year, according 
to federal records. Another lobbyist, Black 
Diamond Strategies. also got $30,000 from the 
casino firm to work on the Mashpee case, 
records show. One of Black Diamond’s lobby-
ists working for Twin River, Doug Dav-
enport, was a delegate strategist for Trump’s 
2016 campaign and formerly worked for ex- 
Trump campaign manager Paul Manafort’s 
lobbying company, where he handled public 
affairs for clients including Trump. 

As a candidate, Trump repeatedly prom-
ised to ‘‘drain the swamp,’’ describing Wash-
ington as a den of elite thieves—politicians, 
lawyers, lobbyists, domineering corpora-
tions—whose interlocking interests were 
more powerful than any political party or 
ideological allegiance. 

But as president, Trump has embraced the 
very structures he railed against in the 2016 
campaign, for example picking more than 350 
former lobbyists to serve in his administra-
tion, most in agencies that they used to 
lobby. 

Spokesmen for the White House and Twin 
River did not respond to requests for com-
ment. 

The intersections between Trump and enti-
ties involved with Twin River can be com-
plex. 

Among Twin River’s major investors is a $4 
billion New Jersey-based hedge fund called 
Chatham Asset Management and its founder, 
Anthony Melchiorre, according to SEC 
records. Chatham also owned about 80 per-
cent of American Media Inc., the publisher of 
the National Enquirer, the supermarket tab-
loid that took payments from Trump’s long-
time lawyer and fixer, Michael Cohen, to 
make certain that no stories were published 
about two women’s allegations that they had 
affairs with Trump. 

A spokesman for Chatham declined to 
speak on the record about Twin River’s in-
volvement in the Mashpee Indian matter, 
but Chatham and Twin River have been em-
broiled in a lawsuit in Delaware, where Chat-
ham accused top executives at the casino 
company of self-dealing and ‘‘placing their 
personal financial interests above those of 
Twin River’s stockholders.’’ Twin River has 
denied the allegations. 

David Pecker, American Media’s chief ex-
ecutive and a longtime ally of Trump’s, has 
said that Chatham saved his company from 
financial collapse. Pecker last fall signed an 
agreement to cooperate with federal prosecu-
tors in New York who were investigating the 
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